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Effect of Acupuncture and Moxibustion on Intestinal Peristalsis in Mice.
—Studies under the drug-induced Condition of Accelerated
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Summary: This study investigated the effects of acupuncture and moxibustion on
intestinal peristalsis in mice. The following drugs were used to accelerate or to reduce
the intestinal peristalsis: Vagostigmin: anti-cholinesterases, Atropine: posisynaptic para-
sympatholytic drugs, Epinephrine: sympathomimetic drugs. The degree of intestinal
peristalsis was evaluated by measuring the distance a carbon solution moved in the
intestine after oral administration by a metal feeding tube.

As a result, intestinal peristalsis accelerated by Vagostigmin was reduced significantly
by a acupuncture or moxibustion ireatment while intestinal peristalsis reduced by Atro-
pine was significantly accelerated. However, after reduction of peristalsis by Epineph-
rine, no remarkable changes in peristalsis occurred after either acupuncture or moxibu
stion treatment.

These findings suggest that the effects of acupuncture and moxibustion may be medi-
ated by the sympathetic nervous system and show a biphasic effect on inteslinal peri-

stalsis.
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