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An Essay on the Being of Signs and Symbols

Kivoshi NAKAMURA, Ph. D.

Department of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Meiji College of Oriental Medicine

Summary : The main subject of semiotic study today is linguistic problems of verbal
media and images. As for the philosophical field, the nature of signs is studied in
logistic, logic with symbols.

In this little article, however, the author wants to discuss the signification of signs,
especially symbolism in its specilic function, i.e. the proper activily of human being,
pertaining to the nature ol the entity with subjectivity. In order to understand somehow
the ontological meaning of the being of signs and symbols, one should examine them refer-
ential to the creative activities of the human being and ask if they have some kind of
participation to the new dimension of cultural existence over the raw nature.
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