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Japanese researchers will make the world’s first attempt to remove *space
debris aluminum netting thanks a small company that produces fishing
nets.

(I) *Nitto Seimo Co. was contacted by a female researcher of Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (*JAXA) in April 2004, asking if it could make a net using *metallic

string. “I’d sought cooperation from various manufactures but they’d turned me down
one another” , she recalled. “I was [ ]1.” (D The engineers at Nitto Seimo,

whose main products are fishing nets, were unsure why such a net was necessary but

decided to accept the request anyway.

Most space waste, found in high concentrations at altitudes of 700 to 1,000
kilometers, comprises parts of manmade satellites and rockets that were launched into
[ ] in the past. About 100 million pieces in total are said to exist, and because
they travel at extremely high speeds, a *collision with a space aircraft could cause a
major disaster.
Nitto workers applied their know-how of fish netting to repeatedly convert
machines used to weave fishing nets, and 2007, were jointly granted a *patent
with JAXA. In 2009, the company completed the conversion a fish-net machine

into one used [ ] for manufacturing wire netting for the removal of space debris.

(© The Mainichi, 12 January 2014, —&EME, oiT )

() *space debris : FH = I *Nitto Seimo Co. : H #HAHEKA 1L
*JAXA : FHMUZETZE B SR *metallic string : 48 D%
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