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I like the Japanese language. Sure, it's one of the more difficult ones
native English speakers to learn, but there are things about it that are very efficient.
() For example, the workplace greeting "Otsukaresama desu' doesn't exist in

English, but it's a nice way to show respect to people who put in hard work. However,

as useful as many Japanese expressions are, sometimes my students get too focused
how to translate them directly into English. And it's this reliance on direct
translation that can make life difficult for people trying to learn another language.

Direct translation is useful for a lot of words, but many phrases just can't be
translated this way. The worst is a word-for-word translation of expressions —
something you still find on many online translators. You can see this in [ ]
translated English menus and signs, where someone didn't bother or couldn't afford
to ask a professional to have the language checked.

The other day, a student was trying to explain a word to me by [ ] "fall
ball" repeatedly. (IDI can usually work out what my students are trying to say but
this time I could not find it. A fall ball? Like, a formal social dance during [ 1°?

Eventually, I figured out he was trying to explain otoshidama, which literally
sounds like "fall ball." Instead directly translating it, he should have tried to
associate the Japanese word otoshidama English words like "money," "New

nn

Year's Day," "give" or "children." That would have led to the English translation "New
Year's money."
(Samantha Loong ‘Word Association,’

The Japan Times ST,12 January 2018.—& k& « A HE)
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