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In 1892 at *Stanford University, an 18-year-old student was struggling to pay his
school fees. One day, he had a bright idea. He and a friend decided to host a concert
campus to raise money for their education.

They made contact the great pianist *Ignacy Jan Paderewski. His manager
demanded that they pay a fee of $2,000 for the piano concert.

The big day arrived. [ ] , they had not managed to sell enough tickets. They
could get only $1,600. They explained the situation to Paderewski. (I )They gave him

the entire $1,600 and wrote a signed letter promising to pay another $400 as soon as

possible.
Paderewski didn’t accept the letter. He tore it up, returned the $1,600 and told

the two boys to use the money to pay their school fees. They were surprised his
words, and thanked him a lot.
Paderewski later became the prime minister of Poland. Sadly the country suffered

food shortages during World War I. (Il )There were more than 1.5 million people

without food to eat, so he contacted an organization in the U.S. for help.

The head of that organization was a man called *Herbert Hoover, who later became

the U.S. president. He quickly shipped tons of food to help the [ ] people.
The worst possible situation was [ ] . Paderewski went over to meet Hoover.
When Paderewski began to express his thanks, Hoover quickly stopped him and said,
“You don’t have to do it. Several years ago, two young students were able to go to

college thanks your help. I was one of them.”

(‘One Good Turn Deserves Another.” A Collection of 51 Moving Tales in
English: Eigo de chotto 11 hanashi. ALC PRESS INC, 2021. —#Fck7T - & W)
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I gave my students an assignment for our last class meeting of the fall semester.
The class was *Freshman Seminar, designed to help new students adjust college
life.

The assignment was to go to the university library, check something out, and bring
it to class. It could be a book, model, movie, anything [ ] for checkout, but they
had to be prepared to explain why they picked the item and what it told us about them
personally.

I was surprised that more than half the class picked a children’s book. (I )In class,
we talked about why so many students brought their favorite childhood books, and
here’s what they said. [ ] home and being college freshmen was extremely
stressful; they chose books they loved as children comfort and to reconnect with

simpler feelings.

*Fast forward to the present as the coronavirus [ ] shuts down communities
across the globe. This is a time we all need comfort. Remembering what my students
said, I started thinking about some of my own favorite childhood books. And, sure
enough, just thinking about them brought peaceful feelings. One of those books is The
Red Balloon the French author *Albert Lamorisse.

Even now, I can see this book vividly my mind. The pictures are not
illustrations; they’re stunning photographs. And the main character, a little boy named
*Pascal, is actually the author’s son. (I )The photos tell the story of him finding a
bright red balloon that becomes his constant companion. I loved all these photos
a kid and I still do.

(Kay Hetherly. ‘Red Balloon.” A Collection of 32 Essay Gems in English: Eigo
de shugyoku no essei. ALC PRESS INC, 2023. —#5kiT « 4 #5)

(1) *Freshman Seminar @ # A4 M€
*Fast forward to ~ @ ~F T (—XKI2) @E#ED D L
* Albert Lamorisse : 7 /b _X—)L « T U X (1922~70), Mo EE | M
B a7 a—t— BAE
* Pascal @ M4 Al
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